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The Institute for Justice and Democracy is infinitely sad to announce that our collaborator of 29 years, 
Mario Joseph, passed away on Monday, March 31, as a result of injuries sustained in a one-car accident. 

Mario had led the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI) in Port-au-Prince since 1996, winning 
historic victories for victims of massacres by the Duvaliers and the de facto regime,  victims of the UN 
cholera, sexual assault survivors, and political prisoners, among others. He persevered in this work 
through frustration, threats of death and arrest, the relentless advance of gang violence and the 
uncountable obstacles that all Haitians struggle through every day. 

Mario’s greatest legacy might be the legions of people he inspired and trained to win battles for justice 
around the world: his BAI colleagues, a whole generation of public interest lawyers in Haiti, the IJDH 
team, and dozens of us who daily use what Mario taught us to fight for justice in courts, on the streets, in 
academia, and in government service throughout Haiti, the Americas, Europe and Africa. 

Mario was born in 1963 in rural Verrettes, Haiti. He grew up, like many Haitians, in a household with no 
running water and not enough food. Although many of Mario’s neighbors never had the opportunity to 
learn to read, through perseverance, intelligence and good fortune, Mario was able to obtain scholarships 
to high school and the national teaching university, then work his way through law school. 

Mario won international recognition, honorary degrees and human rights prizes, but he never forgot 
where he came from. He was happiest when organizing for justice with grassroots activists, at the BAI 
office that he turned into an organizing center, in dusty urban streets or under the shade of a remote 
village tree.   

Mario’s eyes lit up with pride and love whenever he talked about his three girls, Marcia, Marcy and 
Mayina. 

We are grateful that Mario was able to receive skilled and compassionate treatment for his injuries, under 
unimaginably challenging conditions, from the medical staff at the University of the Aristide Foundation 
for Democracy Hospital and the teams from Zanmi Lasante and Partners in Health who jumped in to offer 
support. 

Details on funeral services are not yet available. IJDH will host an online Celebration of Life for Mario at 
a date to be determined. 

https://www.ijdh.org/press_release/human-rights-organizations-applaud-courts-decision-to-reinstate-human-rights-crimes-against-jean-claude-duvalier/
https://www.ijdh.org/our-work/justice-sector-and-impunity/impunity/raboteau-massacre-accountability/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryJf8u1nwDM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ryJf8u1nwDM
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2021/3/12/UN-peacekeeper-ordered-to-pay-child-support-to-Haitian-mother
https://www.worldcourts.com/iacthr/eng/decisions/2008.05.06_Yvon_Neptune_v_Haiti.pdf
https://wadnerpierre.blogspot.com/2008/06/congratulations-father-jean-juste.html
https://www.amnesty.org/es/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/amr360092012en.pdf
https://cepr.net/publications/public-support-grows-for-threatened-human-rights-attorney-mario-joseph/
https://hls.harvard.edu/clinic-stories/legal-policy-work/forcing-the-un-to-do-right-by-haitian-cholera-victims-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_FGAgqeJQU&t=77s
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/apr/18/haiti-sexual-violence-rape-gangs-victims-women-lawyers
https://bnid.org/hope-in-the-time-of-a-national-crisis-haitis-next-generation-of-women-lawyers-are-training-and-fired-up-to-advance-human-rights/
https://canada-haiti.ca/content/ma%C3%AEtre-attorney-mario-joseph-honored-university-san-francisco
https://www.moravian.edu/news/releases/mario-joseph
https://www.ijdh.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/headline3-26-09.pdf
https://law.scu.edu/news/haiti-human-rights-attorney-mario-joseph-to-receive-the-second-annual-katharine-and-george-alexander-law-prize/
https://www.bostonhaitian.com/2014/human-rights-lawyers-will-be-honored-haiti-work
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/haitian-human-rights-lawyer-mario-joseph-slams-elections-aid-1.941103
https://www.ijdh.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Mario-Joseph-Article.pdf
https://www.aristidefoundationfordemocracy.org/about/the-university-of-the-aristide-foundation-unifa/
https://www.aristidefoundationfordemocracy.org/about/the-university-of-the-aristide-foundation-unifa/
https://www.pih.org/


 

We do know that Mario’s fight will continue. The staff of both BAI and IJDH are devastated by this loss 
but are committed to extending Mario’s legacy of uncompromising advocacy for the rights of Haiti’s 
impoverished minority. We look forward to continuing to collaborate with everyone else who is inspired 
by Mario’s legacy. 

There are many videos and news articles that demonstrate Mario’s impact. We recommend starting with 
this 10-minute video and this article. 

Kenbe fem, 

Brian Concannon, for the IJDH and BAI Team 

Mario Joseph Bio: 

Mario Joseph, who the New York Times called “Haiti’s most prominent human rights lawyer,” led the 
Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI) in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, from 1996 to 2025. During his more 
than 30 years of human rights work, Mario has spearheaded historic human rights cases, including the 
Raboteau Massacre trial in 2000, hailed as one of the most important human rights cases ever in the 
Western Hemisphere;  Yvon Neptune v. Haiti, the first Haiti case ever decided by the Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights; claims against the United Nations on behalf of the victims of the cholera brought to 
Haiti by UN peacekeepers; and the claims of eight victims of former Haitian dictator Jean-Claude “Baby 
Doc” Duvalier.  The Raboteau prosecution and the BAI’s cooperation with U.S. immigration officials led 
to the deportation of three former Haitian Generals, including the highest-ranked officer ever deported 
from the U.S. on human right grounds. 

Mario Joseph provided social movements in Haiti with the legal support they needed to fight for 
democracy and basic human rights.  The BAI’s Rape Accountability and Prevention Project demonstrated 
that the justice system can be compelled to respond fairly and competently to rapes against poor women. 
The BAI’s Progressive Lawyer Training Program built a generation of committed, trained public interest 
lawyers in Haiti, who went on to serve in the justice system, academia and non-profits in Haiti. 

Mario was born in 1963 in Verrettes, Haiti. He grew up, like many Haitians, in a household with no 
running water and not enough food. Although many of his neighbors and siblings never had the 
opportunity to learn to read, through perseverance, intelligence and good fortune, Mario was able to 
obtain scholarships to high school and the national teaching university, then work his way through law 
school. 

Mario was awarded the Judith Lee Stronach Human Rights Award from the Center for Justice & 
Accountability, the Alexander Human Rights Award from Santa Clara University, and Honorary 
Doctorates from the University of San Francisco and Indiana University School of Law. He was a finalist 
for the 2013 Martin Ennals Human Rights Defenders Award. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1BZVr3FM2U
https://canada-haiti.ca/content/mario-joseph-hero-haiti

