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Summer Newsletter 2010 
 

Letter from the Director  
 

Dear Friends,  
 
Since January 12, we have been working hard at IJDH and BAI to respond to the 
massive needs generated by Haiti’s earthquake. In some ways, our work has remained 
the same. All of our legal and advocacy work is designed to help our clients, and the 
poor of Haiti in general, to escape chronic poverty and vulnerability to disasters 
through the enforcement of their basic rights. These rights include civil and political 
rights, but also the rights to food, water, shelter and education.  
 
Many of our supporters have responded to Haiti’s earthquake by writing letters, 
calling their representatives, donating generously both their time and their money, 
and offering emotional support. Nicole Phillips, a long-time IJDH collaborator, quit 
her law firm job to volunteer for us full time, and 380 lawyers and law students signed up for 
our Lawyers’ Earthquake Response Network (LERN). Many others have organized 
fundraisers, helped with our website and joined delegations to Haiti. We are profoundly 
grateful for this generosity. It not only has allowed us to increase the legal services we provide 
to people in great need, it helps us take advantage of unique opportunities to use legal 
intervention now to make enduring changes that will build a more just Haiti less vulnerable to 
natural and man-made disasters.   
 
But every day we are faced with even more unmet legal needs: women raped in the 
displacement camps, families evicted from their tents. Even more important, we see more 

limited-time opportunities for legal intervention now to make a long-term 

improvement in the lives of all poor Haitians. We have a system that successfully 

delivers justice for Haiti’s poorest, but we need to hire more lawyers to expand the 

system to meet the expanded needs and opportunities generated by the earthquake. 
 
In short, we need to double our legal staff this year to meet the challenges of Haiti’s 

earthquake. We are, therefore, asking our supporters to consider doubling their previous 
financial support to help us reach this goal. We know this is asking a lot, that times are still 
tough, and that many of our supporters have already contributed to other Haiti causes. But we 
promise to work harder than ever to make sure our donors’ generosity is translated into a more 
just society for Haiti’s poor. 
 
Peace and Justice, 
  

 
 
Brian Concannon Jr., Esq., Director 

!

 
 
“IJDH and BAI are so 
much more than just 
lawyers. Real change is 
more than lawyers acting 
alone. Real change is 
finding leverage points 
and thinking about sys-
tems. Real change is 
community. Real change 
is having the people 
involved in the work. 
Real change is happening 
at IJDH and BAI.”  

 
– Colleen McLaughlin, 

IJDH Volunteer and 
Supporter  

 



The earthquake’s destruction was in large part a failure of the 
rule of law. Most of the over 200,000 people killed in the 
disaster died in the collapse of poorly-constructed houses in 
overcrowded slums perched on steep hillsides. If zoning and 
building codes had been stronger and enforced, fewer people 
would have died. A long history of rights violations forced 
Haiti's poor to live on the steep hillsides. Those who survived 
are now forced to live in abysmal 
conditions under sheets and tarps in 
displacement camps, where they 
suffer more rights violations.  
 
BAI opened its doors the day after 
the earthquake to help clients and 
neighbors however it could. We 
distributed over $20,000 in direct assistance, hosted medical 
clinics and provided a safe space for women to organize and 
seek respite from the camps. Now IJDH and BAI are turning 
our attention from short-term back to long-term needs. As we 
have done for the last fifteen years, we will continue to work 
closely with poor Haitians to challenge the unjust structures 
that keep them poor and vulnerable to earthquakes, hurricanes 
and man-made disasters.     
 

Lawyers’ Earthquake Response Network 
On January 17, IJDH launched the Lawyers' Earthquake 
Response Network (LERN), a national network of 380+ U.S.  
lawyers working with Haitian lawyers to implement a legal 
response to the earthquake.  
 
LERN has already sent four delegations to Haiti to investigate 
and report on camp conditions and rapes, and to prepare 
applications for humanitarian parole. LERN lawyers have 
testified at the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
and presented information to Congress, the Administration 
and the UN Human Rights Council. LERN lawyers have also 
contributed hundreds of hours of research and advocacy time 
on a range of issues, including immigration, environmental law, 
women’s rights, housing and disability issues. 
 

Rape Accountability and Prevention Project 
Last month, IJDH and BAI launched the Haiti Rape 
Accountability and Prevention Project (RAPP) to respond to 
the epidemic of rapes against poor women and girls in Haiti. 
The Project provides individual victims of rape and other 
sexual assault the legal services and grassroots organizing 
training they need to obtain justice 
and compensation, while attacking 
the legal and social structures that 
keep poor women vulnerable to 
rape.   
 
We have worked closely with 
grassroots women’s groups to 
prepare a collective response to the 
rapes, including resources for self-protection, and to 

coordinate healthcare services and counseling for rape 
survivors. We distributed 1,500 whistles through the groups in 
late May to serve as a tool for both self-defense and organizing. 
IJDH and BAI co-produced a compelling video on rapes since 
the earthquake with Digital Democracy, the New Media 
Advocacy Project and Partners 
in Health (available on 
www.ijdh.org). 
 
Also, last month, IJDH sent a 
high-level investigative 
delegation from the U.S. 
including lawyers, community 
organizers, and a women’s health 
specialist. The delegation spent a week in Port-au-Prince 
investigating the prevalence of rape and the law enforcement 
response, interviewing victims and holding meetings with 
representatives from the Government of Haiti, the UN, large 
NGOs and grassroots groups. The delegation filed a written 
statement with the UN Human Rights Council, and an IJDH 
lawyer accompanied a rape victim from Haiti to testify before 
the Council earlier this month. The delegation’s findings have 
laid the groundwork for the next phase of the project, pursuing 
cases in Haitian and international forums, against individual 
perpetrators and authorities who fail to respect their duty to 
protect vulnerable women and provide assistance to rape 
victims. 
   

Fighting for Safe Housing 
After the earthquake, over 2 million survivors sought refuge in 
camps on available land. To add insult to injury – camp 
conditions are abominable to begin with – thousands of camp 
residents have been forcibly evicted or threatened with eviction 
by the Haitian government and private landowners. A 3-week 
moratorium on evictions with the Haitian government ended 
on May 13, and even during that period, reports of evictions 
continued. 
 
In May, IJDH conducted a two-week investigation in Haiti to 
gather evidence of evictions that violate international law and 
human rights standards. IJDH is now preparing a petition to 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 
on behalf of Haitians who have been evicted or threatened 
with eviction from IDP camps without a viable alternative for 
their relocation. The petition will seek Provisional Measures 
(injunctive relief) and request a 
moratorium on evictions until the 
Government of Haiti implements a 
national policy for relocating camp 
residents that complies with 
international standards. The petition 
will be accompanied by public 
advocacy in Haiti and the U.S. to bring 
attention to the evictions’ illegality and 
the need for a national policy on evictions. 

Responding to Haiti’s Devastation 
Advocating for the Human Rights of Earthquake Victims 
 

 

 

 

 



Immigration Opportunities:  
Securing Safe Haven in the United States 
The January 12 earthquake has generated great needs, but also 
opportunities for U.S. immigration policies to save lives, 
reunite families, facilitate orderly migration, and help Haiti 
recover by speeding the flow of remittances to hundreds of 
thousands in need in Haiti. IJDH is working through LERN to 
help coordinate the nationwide 
provision of Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) 
services, by linking 
overwhelmed service providers 
with volunteer lawyers and 
collecting information and 
training materials through the 
creation of a new website tool, 
the Haitian Immigration Pro Bono Project 

(probono.net/HaitianImmigration), and advocating around 
challenges to implementation such as waiver of onerous 
application fees. 
 

IJDH is also coordinating nationwide advocacy for 
humanitarian parole into the United States of 55,000 
beneficiaries of approved immigrant visa petitions languishing 
in Haiti waiting for their priority dates to become current; 
earthquake victims in need of medical treatment, prosthetics, 
rehabilitation and psychiatric care; victims of gender-based 
violence; and members of other vulnerable groups. IJDH has 
lobbied key Administration officials including Vice President 
Joe Biden and drafted legislation for inclusion in the Haiti 
Supplemental spending bill. 
 

IJDH’s Haiti Asylum Information Project (HAIP), established 
in 2004, has provided asylum applicants from across Haiti’s 
political spectrum the expert testimony and country condition 
information they need to present strong cases. This expertise is 
particularly important now, as lawyers, judges and asylum 
officers attempt to understand the post-quake situation.  
 

Making Our Voices Heard 
As the proverb goes, à quelque chose malheur est bon, or every 
cloud has a silver lining. The world’s spotlight is on Haiti, and 
we are using this opportunity to make our voice, and the voices 
of our grassroots collaborators in Haiti, heard. In the last five 
months, we have: met with several members of Congress and 
top Administration officials, testified before the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights, participated in an 
NGO consultation hosted by the UN Office of the Special 
Envoy, been regularly quoted in the 
press, appeared on radio programs 
throughout the world, and at the 
request of the New York Times, 
selected important articles for the 
Times’ on-line Haiti Earthquake 
section. We will continue to apply 
pressure among powerful actors in the 
international community and work to  
ensure that justice and human rights in Haiti stay on the 
world’s radar screen. 

Program Update 
Health and Human Rights In Prisons Project  
BAI lawyers have continued to fight for 
the human rights of prisoners languish-
ing in Haitian jails through our Prison 
Project. Since the earthquake, BAI 
Attorneys have assisted several unjustly 
held prisoners obtain release and return 
to their families. For example, in 
March, the BAI secured dismissal of 
charges brought against a woman 
arrested and charged with murder after 
she killed her husband in self-defense 
during a particularly brutal attack. 
Victories like these demonstrate the 
importance of our medical-legal collaboration with Partners in 
Health and show that the justice system in Haiti can be made 
to work for the poor if pushed. We will continue to fight so 
that imprisoned men and women receive the fair process they 
deserve and the unjustly imprisoned return to their families. 
The importance of our efforts to reduce prison population and 
improve conditions was highlighted by recent reports of the 
January 19 prison massacre in Les Cayes. 
 
The HHRPP is fulfilling our goal of creating a corps of trained, 
public interest attorneys in Haiti. We have young, idealistic 
lawyers working in all three pilot locations, St. Marc, Hinche 
and Mirebalais. Thanks to the International Senior Lawyers 
Project, Canadian defense attorney Daniel Tardif recently 
spent a month in Haiti training our lawyers on criminal defense 
techniques.  
 

Office Update  
IJDH is moving its headquarters from rural Oregon to 

Boston in July! We are excited for this opportunity to build 
capacity, work more closely with our partners and step-up our 
advocacy efforts on the East Coast.  
 
We do not have a physical address yet, but our mailing address 
is now P.O. Box 52112, Boston, MA 02205-2112, our 
telephone number is (617) 652-0876. 
 

Staff Update 
We are excited to welcome the newest additions to our 
staff in the U.S. and Haiti!  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Nicole Phillips 
Staff Attorney 

 
 
Jocie Philisten 
BAI Paralegal 

 



Foundations 
Agatston Family Foundation 
Bernice Jenkins Foundation 
Firedoll Foundation 
Fred & Mabel R. Parks    
  Foundation 
Larson Legacy Foundation 
McCarthy Family Foundation 
UN Voluntary Fund for the  
  Victims of Torture 
Vanguard Charitable 
Endowment  
  Program 
 

Law Firms/Associations 
American Immigration Lawyers  
  Association 
Gibbons PC 
Law Offices Kopacz 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 
Reed Smith LLP 

 

Individuals 
$20,000+ 
Robert & Jessica Broggi 
Albert & Diane Kaneb 
 

$5,000—$19,999 
Laura Flynn 
Ed & Kathleen Kelly 
Regan Remillard 
William & Deborah Kopacz 
Ira Kurzban 
William & Debra Dupre Quigley 
 

$1,000—$4,999 
Pamela Bass & Harry Bookey 
Michael Bidinger 
Margaret Charles 
G.M. Clerihew 
Hope & John Comerford 
John Duff & Melissa Wender 
Silvia Gosnell 
Jack & Jeannine McLaughlin  
  Building and Giving Fund 
Eugene G. McCarthy 
New Jersey Forum for Human    
  Rights 
Christopher & Judith Reilly 
Jason Ricci 
Margaret Satterthwaite 
Duane F. Sigelko 
Eugene P. Squeo 
Robert & Carol Strazer 
Richard & Tracie Sullivan 
Sonja Weissman 
 

$500—$999 
Alan & Doris Blum 
Jordan Bookey & Felix Brandon 
Lloyd 
Ann Browder 
Russell & Lee Flynn 
Neil Froemming & Sara 
Satterthwaite 
Chris & Christina Dulin Geyer 
Aaron Goldberg 
Steven Goldberg & Linda Boise 
Thomas Griffin 
Kozyak Tropin Throckmorton 
Marilyn Langlois 
James Mayworm 
Colleen McLaughlin 
Karen Musalo 

John O’Brien 
Roberval Oliveira & Elizabeth  
  Chace 
Robert & Susan Phillips, Jr. 
Andre & Bernadette Pierre 
Alexa & Tora Poeter 
Janis Sue Porter 
Ellen Powers 
Laura Raymond 
Nancy Reimer 
Resource Center of the Americas 
Ann Sutherland 
Tibetan Association of Northern 
California 
Dodi Walker Gross 
Fred Williams 
 

$100—$499 
James Allen 
Wayne Alt 
Einar G. & Betsey M. Andersen 
Tjeerd Andringa 
Michael Avery 
Michael Baker 
Donna Barry 
James Barry 
Mary Barzee Flores 
Richard & Cathleen Bernard 
S. Sidney & Jessica Walker  
  Beaumont 
Ruth Beeton 
Thomas & Emily Benner 
Michael P. & Susan E. Bennett 
Ann Benson 
Royal Berg 
Karen Bischoff 
Fraser Blakely 
Conor K. Bohan 
Whitney Boise 
Isabelle M. Bollendorf 
Paula Bronstein 
Kathleen & Peter Psyhos Burns 
California Institute of Integral 
Studies 
Veronica Lizeth Canton 
Lisa Carvalho 
Susan Kaplan & Leonard Cavise 
Florence Chamberlin 
Peter Graham Cohn 
Lillian Sandra Coliver 
Rose Anne Concannon 
Jenny-Brooke Condon 
Benjamin D'Harlingue 
Ophelia Dahl 
Joan Dayan 
Elizabeth Defeis 
Raymond & Lynn DeSutter 
Jeron Donalds 
Matthew Donlan 
Anthony Draye 
Myles Duffy 
Moira Duvernay 
Louis Facchino 
Leslie Fleming 
Matthew Fogg 
Linda Dorcena Forry 
George Friemoth & Dale 
Sorenson 
Fuerst Humphrey Ittleman 
David Furbush 
Max Gallico 
Lucas Guttentag & Deborah 
Smith 
Haiti Justice Committee 
Haitian Lawyers Association, Inc. 
Peter Hallward 

Emily Harting 
Claire Hass 
Terence Hawley 
Mark Heise 
Louis & Marguerite Hiken 
Philip & Audrey Huffman 
John & Maureen Hurley 
Pramila Jayapal 
Ollie Jefferson 
Michelle Karshan 
James Kelly 
Kevin Kelly & Rosanne Lufrano 
Nancy Kelly 
Diane Kennedy 
Dan Kesselbrenner 
Dan Kesselbrenner 
Ed Kinane & Ann Tiffany 
Barbara Kohnen & Jim Adriance 
Neal Kwatra 
Serge Lafontant & Julie Hoover 
Markenzy & A.J.B. LaPointe 
Donald Libbey & Sara Flynn 
Amy Lifson-Leu 
Richard & Rita Lipsitz 
Nick & Angie Lunde 
James Martin 
Andrea Martini 
George Mason 
Paul McCarthy & Lien McCarthy 
Anthony McElfresh 
Michael McLaughlin 
Hallie Montoya Tansey 
John Morgan 
Jocelyn Nassar 
Ann Nathan 
Sidney & Louise Peck 
Nicole Phillips 
Q.P.I.R.G. Concordia Inc. 
Shirley Quement 
Javier A. & Vivian M. Reyes 
Anne Richter 
Thomas A.T. & Nancy E. 
Ronzetti 
Margaret Rosenthal 
Adam Rubenstein & Jennifer G. 
Altman 
Robert Rubin 
Jeremy Rye 
Stephen J. Schnably 
Camilla Schneider 
Mark Segal 
Brad Seligman & Sara T. Campos 
Paul E. Simon 
Mary M. Siska Canizzaro 
Carolyn Sonfield 
Pamela Spees 
Virginia Spielberg & Michael J. 
Gibbs 
Bradford A. & Anne C. Stephens 
Roger Stoll 
Irwin P. Stotzky 
Luis E. & Magdalena O. Suarez 
Stacy Tolchin 
Stacy Tolchin 
Victoria Wake 
Kertch J. War 
Monna L. Wejrowski 
Anne Branch Williams 
Greg Wolfe 
Garrett Wright 
Nancy Young 
Armin Zomorodi 
 

To $99 
Alexander & Margaret Albertine 
Astrid Andre 

Katie Annand 
Beth Baltimore 
Michael Barfield 
Nathaniel Barksdale 
Daniel Barron 
James Barry 
Elizabeth Baskerville 
Daniel Beeton 
Ruth Beeton 
Gloria Bletter 
Donald Blydenburgh 
Diana Bohn 
Rick Bombaci 
Kevi Brannelly 
Nathalie Cadet-James 
Edgar Cahn 
William Cavanaugh 
Sarah L Cave 
Manolia Charlotin 
Catherine Clare & Howard Fifer 
Bradley Colmer 
Marie de Paul Combo 
Herb & Sharon Cooper 
Erzulie Coquillon 
Ileana Cruz 
Stanlynn Daugherty 
Suzanne J. Decopain 
Brandon DeHart 
Diana Cumming 
Daniel Donahue 
Thomas Dooley 
Barbara Dudley 
John Egan & Martha Lewin 
Chris Ellis 
Karen Engman 
M. Gloria Espinoza 
Jean Falbo 
Miguel Fernandez & Kelly 
Hickey 
Columbia Fiero 
Doug Ford 
Mary B. Fort 
Crystal Garland 
Tom Glaisyer 
Mary Gundlach 
Jessica Hahn 
Sky Hall 
Ian Head 
Leonie Hermantin 
Sally Higginbotham 
Charles Hinton 
William Holloway 
Ginger Holman 
Briana Holmes 
Philip Hwang 
Edline Jacquet 
Frederick Kessler 
Christine Kim 
Joanne Koslofsky 
Therese Lambert 
Christopher Larson 
Ruth Larson 
Gloria Lastres 
Karen Leach 
Thomas & Linda Lebach 
Lisa Levy 
Michael Levy 
Karen Elliott Lovekamp 
Jean Lovely 
Allison MacQueen 
Jesse Marsden 
Stewart Mathison 
Anthony McElfresh 
Britt Minshall 
Daniel Murphy 
Jennifer Nessel 

Peter & Solveig Nilsen-Goodin 
Lucy Oh 
Brian & Elizabeth Oliver 
Elizabeth Oliver 
Thomas Palmer & Ellen 
Lebowitz 
Pamela Merchant & Kirby Sack 
Jocelyne Papacharalanbous 
Alison Park 
Glenda & Stuart Pawsey 
Roseline Philippe 
E Barbara Phillips 
Paul & Theresa Raymond 
Mark & Michelle Riley 
Jim & Liz Robinson 
Jonathan Rombach 
Robert Rosen 
Elizabeth Ross 
Dave Scheuerman 
Mark Schultz 
Kevin Shambrook 
Rudy Simons 
Abby Smith 
Joshua Sondheimer 
Lauren Spahn 
Elissa Steglich 
Peter Stoel 
Muriel Strand 
Shirley & Harold Strom 
Deanna Tilley 
Maura Tobias 
Maria Truskier 
Richard & Elizabeth Vanden 
Heuvel 
Judy Wandschneider 
Nicholas Wellington 
Karen White 
Shannan Wilber 
Martha Willi 
Rosanna Wong 
Susan Zeiger 
 

2010 Interns/Volunteers 
Audrey Bethel 
Samantha Diamond 
Sarah Dougherty 
Ilio Durandis 
Christopher Eves 
Mary B. Fort 
Alex Goodell 
Matthew Graber 
Kara Grant 
Stephanie Haas 
Katie Kane 
Colleen McLaughlin 
Max Monclair 
Regine Monde 
Kasia Paprocki 
Laura Raymond 
David Schmidt 
Rosny St. Louis 
Ian Umeda 
Everyone who has joined LERN 
-  too many to name here! 
 

IJDH Board 
Brian Concannon Jr., Esq. 
Dr. Paul Farmer, MD, Ph.D. 
Laura Flynn, MFA 
Ira Kurzban, Esq. 
Bryan Stevenson, Esq. 
Irwin Stotzky, Esq. 
 
 

Thank You to Our Supporters (April 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010) 

!



 

 


